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Luigi Scrosoppi was a man of the people. Younger
people. 

During the 19th century, Italy was a place of uncertainty
and rapid changes. The most prominent events of this
time revolved around the rise of the Italian unification
movement and while it was a time supposed to unite
people it brought a great deal of unrest. 

Living in Udine, north of the Italian peninsular, Scrosoppi
was uncomfortable witnessing great distress for many
and as he tried to be a difference maker his mind went
to those who had little say in what was happening. The
youth of today; the future of tomorrow. 

Scrosoppi, an Italian Priest from the Roman Catholic
Church, opened an orphanage and had a desire and
passion to take care of children. He found them
responsibilities, gave them a sense of worth and took
great deal of satisfaction by seeing a group of people
come together doing things. During this time, before any
football leagues had been established across Europe as
we now know them, he would give them footballs for the
youngsters to kick and play. 

The beautiful game united children who found great joy
with a ball at their feet. 
“He was the reason behind the name of our club, for all
that he stood for and believed in,” said FC Scrosoppi
President, Gary Raulino.
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On August 22nd, 2010, Scrosoppi was appointed patron saint of football players by Bishop Alois
Schwarz at a church service in an Austrian parish, strengthening the message that soccer for youth is
of great importance and meaning. 

Scrosoppi’s values that are developed through sport, such as fairness, perseverance, diligence, and
determination are the foundations this club is built on and why his name will proudly sit on the front of
the team’s shirts. 

Scrosoppi FC, like the great man himself, connecting with Milton Youth Soccer Club and Brampton
Soccer Club, brings people and communities together through soccer, providing a high-performance
culture inside a club that has been accepted as one of the newest members of League One Ontario. 

Raulino feels strongly about what he calls ‘a players first approach’ and it will be that message that
never gets lost on anyone who is fortunate to be involved with the club in any capacity. 

A successful businessman himself, Raulino, admits the soccer piece to his life is simply born through
passion for the game. 

“Every dollar this club generates goes back into the club and the players,” said Raulino who fell for
the game hard when his son’s Ethan and Jake starting playing the sport themselves. 

Before he became a father, Raulino couldn’t name five clubs in the world who played the sport but
now watches many leagues around the world, is a Toronto FC season-ticket holder and finds a day
never goes by without him thinking about soccer in some capacity. 

His story is one many Canadians can relate to. Soccer is the fastest growing sport in Canada and
more and more parents are discovering their passion for the beautiful game. Brampton has produced
a remarkable number of professional players and Milton is one of the fastest growing communities in
the country. As residents of those areas continue to fall in love with the game, they now know a
dedicated club with a clear pathway for youngsters will play in League One Ontario in their
neighbourhood ready to make a difference. 

Dino Rossi, Executive Chair of League One Ontario, is adamant that this organization will make a
significant difference on his division. 

“The group that came forward demonstrated a level of expertise in soccer operations, on and off the
field, that really gave us a lot of confidence. They checked all the boxes that we were looking for.
We are very focused on wanting to see the link in the community to youth soccer groups, so we have
sustainable, progression year after year. 



We want to see clubs that can develop from within and promote young players from within their
community. To give youth a chance to look up and see that they can play at the highest level in the
province below the professional level within arms-reach. With the affiliation with Milton Magic and
Brampton FC it will feed this organization some great young players for years and years because of
the quality of the technical people at those clubs, giving this club a technical expertise that will help
FC Scrosoppi.” 

Rossi was left very impressed with Raulino and his team when it came to accepting them into League
One. “Gary is very competitive; he wants to win and that can engage the community.” 

Success, however, is measured in more ways than just winning games and Scrosoppi FC is excited to
create a platform for the youth of Brampton and Milton to reach a competitive level and thrive. 

“We want to promote young players in that environment,” said Raulino. “If you can perform well in
League One as a youngster versus men, it will build up confidence, boost your attributes to get you
ready physically and mentally for when you get opportunities to get trials at a pro level. It is a
gateway for the Canadian Premier League, Major League Soccer and beyond.” 

Today when people think of the sport and Italy, their minds may wander to them winning four FIFA
Men’s World Cups, powerhouses like AC Milan, Inter Milan and Juventus winning European Cups,
Gianluigi Buffon making sensational saves or the incomparable Diego Maradona dribbling around
desperate defenders in Naples 

Such stories cannot be told without visionaries who created such opportunities born out of the love of
the game. Luigi Scrosoppi kicked a ball before any of those clubs, trophies or players were
established. 

Scrosoppi FC intends to create memories that will stay with their players for a lifetime and now only
a select group will forever be known as the first to do so. 

“There is something special about being part of the inaugural season of a club,” said Rossi. 

He adds: “The first group can be brand ambassadors and be the connection point between the
community and the club. Don’t take that for granted. To get an opportunity to play at this level means
people who lead our clubs love the game, sacrifice a lot and players should be humble and
appreciate the opportunity to play.” 



Sometimes all you need is an opportunity. Luigi Scrosoppi knew that the moment he kicked the ball to
the children for the first time. What came next was feelings only those with a ball at their feet truly
understand. That moment now exists in Milton, thanks to FC Scrosoppi. 


